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Wings Scholarship Helps Student Soar to New Heights!
Marissa Rice was a junior at Ocean Lakes High School
when she learned that her parents were divorcing. “I was very
concerned about paying for college. We were in a tough spot
financially and I often worried how I would afford to attend college.” Marissa’s mom, Tammie Rice, would not give up on her
daughter’s dream. She told Marissa they would figure it out as
they went along. So, together they started researching college
scholarships and they came across Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation.
Marissa is a three time recipient of WOASF scholarships. “Winning the scholarships from WOASF afforded me the
opportunity to attend Virginia Tech and graduate with a Bachelor’s of science degree in Biological Sciences in May 2011. “
Now a graduate student in zoology at Oklahoma State UniverMarissa Rice working in her lab at OSU.
sity, she has captured the prestigious National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, which is providing her $126,000 over the next three years to support her research.
“Without support from the WOASF, attending college may not have been a possibility. I relied heavily on scholarships to fund my education, because there weren’t many other feasible options for my family. I am very grateful for the
scholarships I received. I was able to spend my free time in research labs, rather than working a part-time job trying to pay
off loans, like many of my colleagues. Those research experiences have greatly impacted my academic success as well as
my current scientific career. The WOASF Scholarships were an integral part of my accomplishments.”
Why do we need more scholarships?
“I am very grateful for the schol- Few Americans can pay a year of tuition with money on hand. Between 1999 and
arships I received. I was able to
2009, tuition at public four-year colleges rose 73% on average, and tuition at private,
spend my free time in research
nonprofit colleges jumped 34%. In the same period, the median family income fell
labs, rather than working a part- by about 7%. This disparity makes a college education unaffordable for many.
time job trying to pay off loans,
Those that do succeed in getting a degree, do so at a great cost. Families used loans
like many of my colleagues. Those to cover 27% of college costs during the last academic year, up from 22% the year
research experiences have greatly before. (www.online.wsj.com) The Treasury Department reported earlier this year
impacted my academic success as that people age 60 and older owed $2.2 million on student loans that were 90 days or
well as my current scientific camore past due. College loan debt is now only second to housing debt in the US. It is
reer. The WOASF Scholarships
not just the students that are impacted; their families are feeling the effects as well.
were an integral part of my ac“For undergraduate and graduate students alike, the burden of financing college is
complishments.”
very taxing. It is unfortunate how much debt students are shouldering from loans.
This generates a lot of stress and pressure to find employment soon after graduation. It also limits the college experience
because students are more focused on jobs and paying interest rates than sharing knowledge and culture,” stated Rice
According to the College Board, the average cost of tuition and board is over $21,000 a year for a public, in-state
school and $41,000 for a private school. Not only is this generation entering into the job market with college debt, they
now have more credit card debt as they try to make ends meet. The domino effect of debt begins with a student loan.
Taking on more student loans can no longer be the only option. Grants and scholarships are needed more now than ever
before. - Story continued on page 5

Letter from the President

Page 2

As all of our past scholarship recipients know, spring is a very busy time for WOASF. Melissa Garrison, our
Scholarship Administrator, has been extremely busy processing hundreds of pre-qualification applications and final
packages from our students. Great job Melissa for your dedication to WOASF and our potential recipients.
We have seen a couple of changes to our Board since our last newsletter. We want to welcome Mrs. Donna
Buss to our Board. VADM David Buss took command of COMNAVAIRPAC in the fall and we are so pleased to welcome them into the WOASF family. We also want to welcome back Mary Lewis to our Board. We have to say goodbye to Lynda Carter and thank her for her service to WOASF, as she and RDML Ted Carter transfer to Newport, RI. We
will miss you Lynda.
WOASF held many fundraising events this winter. Our annual auction was held in February, where we raised a
record amount of scholarship dollars, that will fully fund four scholarships this year. Thanks to our Board member, Jean
FitzPatrick, for organizing such a great community event. We also want to thank the Norfolk area Flag community and
our aviation squadrons and commands for donating such fabulous baskets and auction items.
Christine Wilson has been extremely busy organizing golf tournaments all over the country. She and former
Board member Carol Driscoll, organized our first golf tournament in Hawaii in February. The next week Christine travelled to Coronado, CA where she assisted Donna Buss and her committee put on a great tournament. Our next tournament will be held in Jacksonville, FL on April 26.2013. Sheila Stevens has been working hard on our first tournament in
that area. There is still plenty of time to get your team organized. Please see our website for additional information. I
want to personally thank all of these ladies as well as our sponsors for their contributions to WOASF.
Lastly, don’t forget that our largest golf tournament will be held May 24, 2013 at the NAS Oceana Aeropines
Golf Course. We always look forward to the Naval Aviation community coming out and supporting our foundation that
day. You are making a difference!
Jodi M. Branch
President
P.S. We are so proud of the accomplishments of Marissa Rice and the part WOASF has played in them. If you know of
other great scholarship recipient success stories, please contact our office. We love sharing good news!

WOASF Golf San Diego—A Sell Out Again!
The 2013 San Diego WOASF Golf Tournament was a huge success—again! Golfer registration was filled weeks
before the event. One hundred forty four enthusiastic participants enjoyed a day of golf and camaraderie at NAS Coronado’s beautiful Sea ‘N Air golf course. The command/group challenge winner was Mr. Mark Blumenthal, bringing over
40 golfers to the tournament. A 2013 scholarship will be awarded in his name. This year also included a “Challenge the
Pro” hole, hosted by Brian Smock. Seventeen challengers beat the pro and won fabulous golf bags.
Winners included: 1st Place – (for the second year in a row) USS Midway Museum (McLaughlin, Barrett, Hamilton & Nash), Middle of the Pack – Team Plumb (Plumb, Cuffaro, Norris & Blum), and Dead Ass Last – Team Rodman (L.
Rodman, J. Rodman, G. Rodman & Wright). Longest Drive – Men’s – Dustin Gornik,
Ladies’- Anne Marie Miley and Closest to the Pin – Bruce Nix.
Of course the tournament wouldn’t be possible without our generous
sponsors: Strike Group Level- Northrop Grumman, CAG Level- Pratt & Whitney,
Squadron Level– The Clement’s Group, Maserati of San Diego, Newport News
Shipbuilding, “Hole in One” Sponsor-Navy Auto Source, Additional SponsorsNicky Rottens, Nika Water, McP’s Irish Pub, and Digital One Printing .
The San Diego aviation spouse committee along with adopted Naval Aviator Chuck Zangas, and John Griffing, put together this exceptionally organized
and fun event. The committee worked on gathering prizes from the community and An unusual sight at NAS North Iswas especially supported by Steve Kupcha, the PGA military liaison. The tournament land, a F-18 prepares for take off,
while a golfer prepares for a putt.
was actively supported by San Diego’s Aviation Flag Officers along with the welcomed participation by the local community. Please make plans to join us next year
and be sure to register early. Don’t miss out!
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The Future of Corporate Donors?
It is a different year in fundraising for the
foundation. WOASF has enjoyed several years of increased donations and growth. While we are adding
various fundraising events each year (see Hawaii
golf tournament below), this year maybe the first
year we see a decrease in donations. I don’t need to
tell you what havoc sequestration has had on our
military and WOASF is feeling similar effects. While
WOASF receives no funding from the government or
DOD, the majority of our corporate donors are from
the defense industry. As they see their budgets being cut, they have no choice but the scale back on
their support to WOASF. Now more than ever
WOASF needs your help as an individual donor.
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According to Guidestar.org, foundations like WOASF receive 83% of its donations from individuals. However
for WOASF the amount is consistently about 30%. With corporate giving at a standstill, we are appealing to our current
donors to give more, and are constantly looking for new donors who value the work of WOASF. There are many ways
to increase your donations to WOASF; whether it is increasing an annual donation, becoming a quarterly or monthly
donor or perhaps making WOASF a part of your planned giving. WOASF is making great strides in increasing our fundraising efforts which will ultimately increase the scholarships we award, but we need your help.
Please join us in making a difference and investing in the future. There are so many ways you can assist our
scholars in their pursuit of a higher education and gratifying careers. On behalf of the foundation and our scholars past,
present and future –Thank You!

Inaugural Hawaii Golf Tournament
It was the usual beautiful February day in paradise when the WOASF inaugural Hawaii golf tournament kicked off at Kaneohe Marine Base Klipper Golf Course. We had a full field of 132 golfers
representing all branches of the service. The support from the entire military and civilian community was unbelievable. Of course, the success of the event was due to the efforts of Carol Driscoll,
former WOASF Secretary. Carol arranged for over 100 prizes to be donated and being an avid
golfer herself, made sure this was a great tournament for all those involved.
The Golden Swordsmen of VP-47 walked away with
Isaac Merriman wins the grand
the Command Challenge and will have a 2013 scholarprize, a 2 night stay at the Grand
ship named for the command. Other awards went to
Wailea in Maui.
the following:
First Place Team—VP-9 (Prather, Prather, Mullen & White), Middle of the Road—Team
Macke—(Macke, Macke, Fegenbush & Feenan) and Dead Last—COMPACFLT Team
II—(Rawlings, Rawlings, Dodge & Dodge). Longest Drive Men’s—Bob Prather, Ladies’
- Mele Wilson, Closest to the Pin (3) - Stan Kahl, Jim Beaumont & Cliff Kawane.
Our wonderful sponsors included: CAG Level— Boeing, Wing Level—Pratt & Whitney
& Booz Allen Hamilton, Squadron Level—Enterprise Rent-A-Car, American Airlines,
Northrop Grumman, Raytheon & Admiral R.J. Zlatoper. Our Hole-In-One sponsor was
The Macke Foursome takes some time out of
JN Automotive Group.
serious golf play for a little fun near the beach.

Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation
4966 Euclid Road, Suite 109 Virginia Beach VA 23462
(757) 671-3200 ext. 2
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WOASF Jacksonville
Golf Tournament

WOASF Virginia Beach
Golf Tournament

Friday, April 26th, 2013
NAS Jacksonville Golf Club,
Jacksonville, FL
Sponsored by:

Friday, May 24, 2013
NAS Oceana Aeropines Golf Course,
Virginia Beach, VA
Sponsored by:

&

“Vietnam Era VA-37 Bulls”
Registration: 7:30-8:30 am
Shot gun Start: 9:00 am
Lunch /Awards: 2:00 pm

Registration: 6:30-7:30 am
Shot gun Start: 8:00 am
Lunch /Awards: 1:00 pm

Fees include:
Green fees and cart
Range Balls
Breakfast
Goody Bag
Lunch
Prizes
Format:
4 Man Captain’s Choice (Scramble)
The Command with the most participants (4 foursome minimum) will have a scholarship named in
its honor!

Fees include:
Green fees and cart
Range Balls
Breakfast
Goody Bag
Lunch
Prizes
Format:
4 Man Captain’s Choice (Scramble)
The Command with the most participants (4
foursome minimum) will have a scholarship
named in its honor!

Registration for WOASF Events:
Name_______________________________________________
______________________
Address
Email
Phone
Additional golfers’ names
NAS Jacksonville Golf Tournament April 26 ______@ $65 Total $______
Foursome
______ @ $260 Total $______
NAS Oceana Golf tournament May 24
______ @$80 Total $______
Foursome
______ @ $300 Total $______
Total amount enclosed $
Mail registration form & checks payable to: WOASF
at 4966 Euclid Rd. Suite 109 Virginia Beach, VA 23462
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Scholarship Update
By Melissa Garrison, Scholarship Administrator

Staff and volunteers continue to spread the word about the Wings Over America scholarA record number of
ship program. Fundraising events such as the golf tournaments at NAS Patuxent River, Maryland,
370 pre-qualification
Kaneohe Marine Base, Hawaii and NAS North Island, California help continue to raise funds as
forms have been rewell a awareness of our scholarship program. While out in California, our Executive Director pro- ceived. Thanks for
vided educational presentations at NAS Lemoore and NAS Point Magu to promote the scholarship helping to spread the
program. This year a record 370 pre-qualifications were sent in! Of those, a total of 339 applicants word to potential
were eligible to continue to the full application form. Fifty-three percent were high school seniors, recipients!
39% college students and 8% spouses. The selection committee will meet at the end of April to
select our 2013 recipients and notification letters will go out to all applicants by mid-May.
This was the second year of our scholarship process opened on October 1st. The goal of opening the prequalification process early is to allow more time to complete the application part of the scholarship process. This fall we surveyed those who had completed the pre-qualification step but did not complete the application step. The most frequent reason for incompletion was a lack of time due to the pre-qualification form submitted on or right before the annual March 1st
deadline. This year there was a significant increase in the number of pre-qualification forms received by January 31st. We
encourage all applicants to visit our website each October for that season’s application information. The sooner you submit
the pre-qualification form, the more time you will have to complete the rest of the application.
Next season we will have an entire on-line application process. We are currently working with a designer to have the
application fully functional by next fall. We hope this update in technology will facilitate an easier process both for our applicants and our office staff.

Rice, con’t from page 1

Why give to Navy families?
“Things were very difficult when my father was deployed. It was tough for
my mother to run all the family affairs when he was out to sea. I remember
those times being particularly stressful, and it was hard to focus on my school
work. I also struggled socially being a Navy dependent, because my friends
were constantly moving away. Throughout my education I was hesitant investing in meaningful relationships, because there was no certainty they
would last,” stated Ms. Rice.
Navy dependents also face unique challenges with each Navy move.
Changing curricula between schools, varying graduation requirements, lost
leadership opportunities, seeing their loved ones head off to war are some of
the hardships these students must endure. Many Navy families fall in financial aid limbo, earning too much to be considered for financial aid, yet earning too little to be able to adequately fund a four year college education. That Marissa receiving her first WOASF award in
is why financial need is not part of WOASF’s selection process. Our goal is to 2008 from Doc Whiteway.
assist students and families that are caught in the “middle.”
Many potential donors ask about the Post 9/11 GI Bill and how that impacts potential scholarship recipients. The
truth is, while the Post 9/11 GI bill can greatly assist a family in paying for one public college education, it is not a panacea.
The GI Bill belongs to the service member, who may or may not use the bill for him/herself. The other option is to portion it
out to his/her family members giving some to all or all to one. Either way, it will not cover the cost of even one college degree, let alone the undergraduate education of all the family members. The Post 9/11 GI bill is a great start, but more is
needed by our Navy families.
The scholarships that WOASF provides to college bound Navy dependents is vital to them and their families. Each
year we hear from recipients, like Marissa Rice, who express their gratitude for receiving a scholarship and how it has eased
the burden in paying for college. With your support we are not only helping deserving students attain their dreams of going to
college but also making an investment in our future. “Thank you all so much for your support of this wonderful program. I am
very grateful of the opportunities it has afforded me. The accomplishments of my scientific career and my previous academic
success would not have been possible without support from groups like the WOASF. What you donate genuinely has a tremendous impact, and my life is a testament to that fact.” – Marissa Rice
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Naval Aviation Spouses of Hampton Roads
Silent Auction
The Naval Aviation Spouses of Hampton Roads hosted its annual Silent
Auction in February at the NAS Oceana Officers’ Club. Nearly 200 people
attended and all proceeds benefitted WOASF. More than 75 baskets and
items were donated from the aviation community. Baskets ranged from
Health and Fitness, Cooking, Entertaining, Travel, and Pampering. The
event also had a live auction with a T-6 Texan airplane ride, wine tasting
and a boat/water-ski trip. Not only was this a great fundraising event for
WOASF, raising over $8,500 for scholarships, but also a wonderful opportunity for the Naval Aviation community to socialize. Thank you to Jean
FitzPatrick and her committee for planning such a great event.
WOASF invites any group to hold an event to benefit WOASF. We are
grateful for all the support we receive from various groups throughout
the country who support our mission to provide scholarships to our community dependents.

Recurring Donations
Are Just a Click
Away
For easier, no fuss, no muss giving,
visit our website. Click on the Donations button and you can sign up for
a one time gift or recurring donations
scheduled monthly, quarterly or
yearly. Your credit card will automatically be billed.
www.wingsoveramerica.us

Donate Your Vehicle
Wings Over
America Scholarship
Foundation
now accepts
Vehicle donations
Your Donation Will Benefit
the
Wings Over America
Scholarship
Foundation

Terri Hitchcock, Roberta Roth, Junifer
Thomas & Christine Fenton enjoying the
auction.

Admiral and Mrs. Bill Gortney show their
support for WOASF with a boat/water-ski
trip donation for the live auction.

From WOASF Scholar
to Navy JAG Corps!

Please consider including WOASF in
your planned giving. Whether a current
gift of assets, a bequest or a charitable
gift annuity, we can help you add
WOASF to your giving. Please contact
our Executive Director, Christine Wilson, for more information.

The Safe, Hassle Free
alternative to selling or
trading your car
FREE Pick-up
Fast & Friendly Service

www.wingsoveramerica.us
Click on DONATIONS and
follow the instructions!

Thank you to Parents’ Circle Plank Owners, CAPT and Mrs. Lee Mandel, for their
Parents’ Circle donation. They report that
their daughter, Jenny, a 2006, 2007, 2008
and 2009 WOASF scholar, graduated
from UNC-Chapel Hill in 2010 and currently attends Tulane University Law
School. Upon graduation Jenny hopes to
join the Navy JAG Corps.
For more information about the Parents’
Circle, please contact our office.

Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation
4966 Euclid Road, Suite 109 Virginia Beach VA 23462
(757) 671-3200 ext. 2

877.999.8322
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Ever Changing
Technology
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pintrest, SnapChat, Constant
Contact, Email, Text, the list goes on and on, what is a foundation to do? In order to keep up with today’s constant communication, we have been updating our electronic presence.
Many of you are already fans of the WOASF Facebook page
(and if you aren’t yet, you should be), but you may not be a
follower on Twitter. While WOASF has had a Twitter account for some time, we have not been able to use it as effectively as possible. Starting May 1st, WOASF will have regular updates on both Twitter and Facebook. With the skyrocketing costs of college education and college loan debt surpassing consumer debt, there is a lot of information to share with
you.
Another update is our new website. Our hope is that
is communicates the mission of WOASF easily and effectively
to prospective applicants and supporters. Be sure to visit our
“News” page for updates about financing a college education
and other scholarship information. We are also working on an
on-line application for the Fall of 2013. WOASF also plans
on moving into Constant Contact for email updates. Constant
Contact provides a better format for communication with all
of our donors, scholars, golfers and supporters. Look for it this
summer.

$$ Top 10 Ways to Support WOASF $$
10. Volunteer - you are our most valuable resource
9. Attend an event to support WOASF
8. Host an event to support WOASF
7. Sign up for GoodSearch.com
6. Be a Sponsor of a WOASF Golf Tournament
5. Matching Gift – see our website for a list of known
companies that match donations or visit your Human
Resources Office.
4. Celebrate with Us – celebrate a milestone, birthday,
anniversary, retirement or change of command
with a named scholarship.
3. Planned Giving—include WOASF in your
estate plans.
2. Donate online– at www.wingsoveramerica.us
1. Mail a check today—see address below.
Wings Over America
Scholarship Foundation
4966 Euclid Road, Suite 109

USS Enterprise Scholarship Endowment Almost Complete

The USS Enterprise Endowment, started by Andy and Barbara Taylor of Enterprise Holdings, the parent company of Enterprise Rent-A-Car, is making headway towards completion. Currently at $31,000, the endowment
needs less than $10,000 to become a fully endowed scholarship. Everyone is invited to participate in giving to
the endowment. We especially encourage those who once served aboard Enterprise so WOASF can insure the
perpetual memory of this great ship.
WOASF is proud to offer the following endowed scholarships: Neil Kinnear Memorial Scholarship, CAPT John
Turk Green Memorial Scholarship, CAPT Brad Johansen Memorial Scholarship and the Tomcat Sunset Scholarship. The following endowments are not yet completed: the USS Enterprise Scholarship and the Jeff Garber
“Easy Day” Scholarship. To contribute to any of the scholarship endowments, please send a check made payable
to WOASF and note on the memo line the scholarship you would like to support, or you may donate on-line and
note the specific endowment in the comments box. Each of the scholarships is or will become a 4 year renewable scholarship. All other donations to WOASF go to the general scholarship fund. 100% of your donations go
directly to supporting the scholarships for our recipients.

Help Name the Newsletter
Join the voting on Facebook and have a say in the name of our Newsletter. If you are not on Facebook, you can
contact our office, via phone or email, with your vote. The choices are below:

The Gouge Flightplan Trajectory Airplan The Pitch
The winner will be announced when we publish our Fall newsletter.

4966 Euclid Rd. Suite 109
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Our Mission

Wings Over America Scholarship
Foundation Board Of Directors

Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation, was established in 1987. Our mission is to provide college
scholarships to dependent children and spouses of all
US Navy - officer and enlisted - active duty, retired,
honorably discharged or deceased who served within
Naval Air Forces. Recipients are selected on the basis
of scholastic merit, community service and
extra curricular activities.
Wings Over America annually sponsors over forty
scholarships to students who have chosen to continue
their education. The foundation is funded solely
through the generous contributions of private and
corporate sources, and has proudly awarded over
$635,000 to outstanding students since 1987.

VADM Mike Malone, USN (Ret.) - Chairman
Jodi Branch - President
Jean FitzPatrick-Treasurer
Pat Mazach -Emeritus Advisor
Maryellen Baldwin
Steve Brennan
Donna Buss
Tom Hills
Ron Hoppock
RADM Bud Jewett, USN (Ret.)
Mary Lewis
RADM Lindell “Yank” Rutherford, USN (Ret.)
Marjy Starling
Jon Thompson
Doug Williams

WOASF Staff

Christine Wilson—
Executive Director
757-671-3200 x 118
info@wingsoveramerica.us

VADM Jim Zortman, USN (Ret.)

Special Thanks....

The WOASF exists today thanks to many wonderful sponsors.
If you are interested in making a donation - no amount is too
small! WOASF is a
Virginia Corporation which meets tax exempt status under IRS
code 501(c) (3). Donations can also be made through the
Combined Federal Campaign VA CFC #86767

Melissa Garrison—

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Scholarship Administrator
757-671-3200 x 117
scholarship@wingsoveramerica.us

Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation is a non-stock
corporation organized under the laws of Virginia and tax exempt under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. A financial statement
is available upon written request from the
Office of Consumer Affairs, Commonwealth of Virginia.
Donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

2012 CALENDAR NOTES
APRIL 26 -WOASF Jacksonville Golf
Tournament—NAS Jacksonville
MAY 24- WOASF Virginia Beach
Golf Tournament - NAS Oceana
Aeropines Golf Course
JUNE 2 - Scholarships Reception
SEPT 20 - WOASF Patuxent River
Golf Tournament – NAS Patuxent
River Cedar Point Golf Course

